VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Your Child’s First Vaccines

What You Need to Know

Many Vaccine Information Statements are
available in Spanish and other languages.
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de informacion sobre vacunas estan
disponibles en espafiol y en muchos otros
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

The vaccines covered on this statement are those most likely to be given during the same visits
during infancy and early childhood. Other vaccines (including measles, mumps, and rubella; varicella;
rotavirus; influenza; and hepatitis A) are also routinely recommended during the first five years of life.

Your child will get these vaccines today:
(] DTaP (] Hib

(Provider: Check appropriate boxes.)

(] Hepatitis B

[] Polio [1PCV13

[ 1 | Why get vaccinated?

Vaccine-preventable diseases are much less common
than they used to be, thanks to vaccination. But they
have not gone away. Outbreaks of some of these
diseases still occur across the United States. When
fewer babies get vaccinated, more babies get sick.

7 childhood diseases that can be prevented by
vaccines:

1. Diphtheria (the ‘D’ in DTaP vaccine)
« Signs and symptoms include a thick coating in the
back of the throat that can make it hard to breathe.
« Diphtheria can lead to breathing problems,
paralysis and heart failure.
- About 15,000 people died each year in the U.S.
from diphtheria before there was a vaccine.

2. Tetanus (the ‘T’ in DTaP vaccine; also known

as Lockjaw)

« Signs and symptoms include painful tightening of
the muscles, usually all over the body.

« Tetanus can lead to stiffness of the jaw that can
make it difficult to open the mouth or swallow.

- Tetanus kills about 1 person out of every 10 who
get it.

3. Pertussis (the ‘P’ in DTaP vaccine, also

known as Whooping Cough)

« Signs and symptoms include violent coughing
spells that can make it hard for a baby to eat, drink,
or breathe. These spells can last for several weeks.

« Pertussis can lead to pneumonia, seizures, brain

damage, or death. Pertussis can be very dangerous in

infants.

- Most pertussis deaths are in babies younger than 3

months of age.

4. Hib (Haemophilus influenzae type b)

« Signs and symptoms can include fever, headache,
stiff neck, cough, and shortness of breath. There
might not be any signs or symptoms in mild cases.

« Hib can lead to meningitis (infection of the brain
and spinal cord coverings); pneumonia; infections of
the ears, sinuses, blood, joints, bones, and covering
of the heart; brain damage; severe swelling of the
throat, making it hard to breathe; and deafness.

- Children younger than 5 years of age are at greatest
risk for Hib disease.

5. Hepatitis B

« Signs and symptoms include tiredness, diarrhea
and vomiting, jaundice (yellow skin or eyes), and
pain in muscles, joints and stomach. But usually
there are no signs or symptoms at all.

« Hepatitis B can lead to liver damage, and liver
cancer. Some people develop chronic (long term)
hepatitis B infection. These people might not look or
feel sick, but they can infect others.

- Hepatitis B can cause liver damage and cancer in
1 child out of 4 who are chronically infected.

6. Polio
« Signs and symptoms can include flu-like illness, or
there may be no signs or symptoms at all.
« Polio can lead to permanent paralysis (can’'t move
an arm or leg, or sometimes can’t breathe) and death.
- In the 1950s, polio paralyzed more than 15,000
people every year in the U.S.
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at a later date.

o Any child who had a life-threatening allergic
reaction after getting a vaccine should not get
another dose of that vaccine. Tell the person giving
the vaccines if your child has ever had a severe
reaction after any vaccination.

o A child who has a severe (life-threatening) allergy
to a substance should not get a vaccine that contains
that substance. Tell the person giving your child the
vaccines if your child has any severe allergies that
you are aware of.

containing diphtheria toxoid), or after a dose of
PCV7, an earlier pneumococcal vaccine.

[ 3 | Risks of a Vaccine Reaction j

With any medicine, including vaccines, there is a
chance of side effects. These are usually mild and go
away on their own. Most vaccine reactions are not
serious: tenderness, redness, or swelling where the
shot was given; or a mild fever. These happen soon
after the shot is given and go away within a day or two.
They happen with up to about half of vaccinations,
depending on the vaccine.






